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NEWS RELEASE
LUNCHTIME LECTURE SERIES PART OF UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON
CELEBRATION OF BLACK HISTORY MONTH
DAYTON, Ohio -Dayton s~olar Margaret Peters and Dayton City Commissioner
Idotha "Bootsie" Neal will help the University of Dayton community celebrate Black History
Month in February with. a variety of activities on campus.
Activities include a lunchtime brown-bag lecture series, which is open to the public, as
well as a candlelight march, music, speakers and other programs for UD students, faculty and
staff. For its own celebration, the University has adopted the 2001 national theme "Creating
and Defining the African-American Community: Family, Church, Politics and Culture."
John Ralph, assistant director of the office of diverse student populations, said the
commemorative activities are important on several levels. "Black History Month is a celebration
for all African-American people - a celebration of achievement and hard work," he said. "But
it also becomes an opportunity for those who are not of African descent to learn about a culture

different than their own; to learn about its ups and downs, its success and its failures; to learn
things that will benefit us all in the long run.
"It's also an opportunity for those of us who are of African descent and those who are
not to come together and ·celebrate our commonalities."
The Rev. Paul Marshall, S.M., will lead off the brown-bag lecture series with "This Far
by Faith" on Thursday, Feb. 8, in Kennedy Union room 310. All lectures begin at noon, and
visitors are invited to bring a lunch to eat during the session.
Marsh~,

an African-American Catholic priest and assistant professor of religious

studies, joined the University of Dayton community .after serving for 16 years as pastor at St.
Aloysius Parish in Cleveland. Marshall received a mast-er's degree at Catholic Theological Union
in Chicago, and he taught in high schools in Cleveland and Dayton before his assignment at St.

Aloysius.
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Other speakers scheduled during the series are:
•

Wednesday, Feb. 14, Kennedy Union room 310- Margaret Peters, Dayton historian,
educator, author and UD alumna, will discuss the history of the African-American
community in Dayton and its ties to the African-American community at the University.
Peters, 65, has dedicated her life to teaching children and documenting black history and
wrote two books, Dayton's African American Heritage (1995) and the Ebony Book of Black
Achievement (1970). She taught for 30 years in Dayton's public schools and is credited
with introducing black history into the Dayton school curriculum in 1968. Peters remains
active as an historian and educator with youth and community organizations.

•

Tuesday, Feb. 20, Kennedy Union room 310 -Dayton City Commissioner Idotha
"Bootsie" Neal will discuss issues pertaining to this year's theme. A city commissioner
since 1991, Neal also serves as director of Central State University's West campus in
Dayton. The Newbern, Ala., native received a bachelor's degree in sociology from
Howard University in Washington, D.C., and master's degree in counselor education
from the University of Dayton. An advocate of issues related to youth and family,
housing, economic development and cultural enrichment, Neal is actively involved in
Dayton's Family and Children First Council, Montgomery Children Services' For the
Love of Children program, Habitat for Humanity campaign, Downtown Dayton
Partnership Vision Committee, the National Council of Negro Women and several other
local and national organizations. She is the recipient of the Paul Laurence Dunbar
Humanitarianism award, the Martin Luther King Image award and John Ellis Volunteer
of the Year award, among others, and she has been named one of the Dayton Daily
News' Top Ten Women.

•

Monday, Feb. 26, Miriam Hall room 212- Carole Okiri, a second-year international ·
student pursuing a master's degree in electrical engineering, will talk about life in her
homeland of Gabon in Africa. Okiri' s discussion is part of the World Connection
student speaker series, sponsored by the international student services office and
International Student Club.
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